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The parish of the Church of the Nativity is located on territory that has been stewarded 
and cared for by several Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the 
Anishnaabe, and the Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One 
Spoon wampum, and we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members. As 
we respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place, we also honour 
the heritage and gifts of Métis people.  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity. May you find 
grace and hope in this service.  
  

 COVID-19 Precautions: Our in-person services continue to be offered under the guidelines 
and directions from the Diocese of Niagara and Public Health as we strive to worship and 
protect the health of all who attend. We ask that those attending in-person keep their 
masks covering their mouth, nose, and chin throughout their time in the building; that they 
limit what surfaces they touch; and that they not leave their seats except as directed, 
maintaining two metres of physical distance between themselves and others when they 
do move. 
  

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 

 
Prelude 

  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
 
  

Processional Hymn #1   
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty1 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though our sinful human gaze thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
 
 

Welcome & Collect 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Let us pray.2 
 

Holy and undivided Trinity,  
  you are an eternal harmony of gift and response:  
through the uncreated Word and the Spirit of truth  
  embrace us and all creation in your extravagant love;  
through the Wisdom of God, 
  who raises her voice to call us to life.  
Amen. 
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Holy Scripture 
 
 

 

1st Reading 
A reading from the book of Proverbs. 
 

Does not wisdom call, 
 and does not understanding raise her voice? 
On the heights, beside the way, 
 at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
beside the gates in front of the town, 
 at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
‘To you, O people, I call, 
 and my cry is to all that live. 
 
‘The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 
 the first of his acts of long ago. 
Ages ago I was set up, 
 at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
When there were no depths I was brought forth, 
 when there were no springs abounding with water. 
Before the mountains had been shaped, 
 before the hills, I was brought forth— 
when he had not yet made earth and fields, 
 or the world’s first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, I was there, 
 when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies above, 
 when he established the fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
 so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
 then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
and I was daily his delight, 
 rejoicing before him always, 
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rejoicing in his inhabited world 
 and delighting in the human race. 

 
Proverbs 8.1—4, 22—31   

  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 83 
 

Domine, dominus noster 
 

O Lord our governor, how exalted is your name in all the world!  
Out of the mouths of infants and children  
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,  
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
what are mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
their children that you should seek them out? 
You have made them but little lower than the angels;  
you adorn them with glory and honour; 
 

you give them mastery over the works of your hands; 
you put all things under their feet; 
all sheep and oxen, even the wild beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,  
and all that walks in the paths of the sea. 
 

O Lord our governor,  
how exalted is your name in all the world! 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 

 

 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint John. 
 ♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

Jesus said, ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  
 

John 16.12—15 
    

 

The Gospel of Christ. 
 ♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 
 

Homily  
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The Nicene Creed 
 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became  
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father.  
With the Father and the Son  
he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

℣	 God, in your love, 
℟	 hear our prayer. 

 

The Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 

 
 

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Offertory Hymn #560 
 

God, Whose Almighty Word4 
 
 

God, whose almighty Word, 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight:  
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
 

Saviour, who came to bring 
on your redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind: 
now for all humankind 
let there be light! 
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Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy Dove, 
speed on your flight! 
Move on the water’s face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light! 
 

Gracious and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
wisdom, love, might, 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride: 
through the world far and wide 
let there be light! 
 
 

 
Prayer over the Gifts5 

  

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  
As we feast on your goodness,  
  strengthen us to labour in your field,  
    and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,  
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
  
 

The Great Thanksgiving6 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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All thanks and praise  
are yours at all times and in all places,  
our true and loving God;  
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,  
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.  
You laid the foundations of the world  
   and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;  
You brought forth all creatures of the earth  
   and gave breath to humankind.  
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,  
   all you create is a sign of hope for our journey;  
And so as the morning stars sing your praises  
   we join the heavenly beings and all creation  
      as we shout with joy: 
 

  % % % 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might. Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blest is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 

Glory and honour are yours, Creator of all,  
your Word has never been silent;  
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations,  
you delivered them from bondage  
and led them to a land of promise. 
 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus  
to be human, to share our life,  
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign  
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,  
you have freed us from sin, 
brought us into your life,  
reconciled us to you,  
and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us  
Jesus took bread,  
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,  
gave it to his friends and said:  
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“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,  
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said:  
“Drink this, all of you:  
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,  
poured out for you and  
for all for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us:  
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,  
longing for Christ’s coming in glory,  
and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made,  
we acclaim you, O Christ: 
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us  
and upon these gifts of bread and wine  
that they may be to us  
the Body and Blood of your Christ.  
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,  
may be a people of hope, justice and love.  
 

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,  
and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people  
into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
we worship you our God and Creator  
in voices of unending praise.  
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Blessed are you now and for ever.  
 

 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us  
    in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,      who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
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7
 Pater noster, qui es in caelis, sanctificetur nomen tuum. Adveniat regnum tuum. Fiat voluntas tua, 

sicut in caelo et in terra. Panem nostrum quotidianum da nobis hodie, et dimitte nobis debita nostra 
sicut et nos dimittimus debitoribus nostris. Et ne nos inducas in tentationem, sed libera nos a malo. 
 
 

We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
 
  

The Breaking of the Bread8 
  

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat,  
whose many grains we have gathered  
and made into this one bread.  
So may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth  
into your reign of justice and peace. 
 
  
 

Communion9 
  

This is the table, not merely of the church, but of Christ. 
It is made ready for those who love him, 
and for those who want to love him more. 
So come, whether you have much faith or little; 
have tried to follow, or are afraid you’ve failed. 
Come, because it is his will  
that those who want to meet him might meet him here. 
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All who are unable to be physically present to receive the 
eucharist may wish to pray one of the following prayers of 
reception for spiritual communion10: 
  

I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, may 
my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with your 
Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love you 
with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread and 
wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may my 
love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving I 
may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread and 
wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to you; 
never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Prayer after Communion11 
  

Life-giving God, through this meal  
  you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.  
Now send us forth to live for others,  
  both friend and stranger,  
    that all may come to know your love.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

Doxology12 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
Parish Announcements  

 
 

 
Blessing 

 

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn  #481 
  

May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour13 
 

May the grace of Christ our Saviour, 
and our Father’s boundless love, 
with the Holy Spirit's favour, 
rest upon us from above. 
 

Thus may we abide in union 
with each other and the Lord, 
and possess in sweet communion 
joys which earth cannot afford. 
 

To the God whose wisdom made us,  
to the Son who set us free,  
to the sanctifying Spirit,  
glory, endless glory, be! 

Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Postlude  
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is a picture of an icon of the Holy Trinity, written by Russian monk and iconographer 
Andre Rublev in the 15th century. 
 
 
 

 
1 Music: (Tune: Nicaea), John Bacchus Dykes (1783—1876) Text: Reginald Heber (1783—1826). Public 
Domain. Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
2 Revised Common Lectionary Prayers. 
3 A Liturgical Psalter. Anglican Church of Canada.  
4 Text: John Marriott (1780—1825), alt. Music: (Tune: Moscow) Felice de Giardini (1716—1796); adapt. 
Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875. Public Domain. Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
5 Sundays and Seasons. 
6 Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching Our Worship. © 1998, The Church Pension Fund. 
7 Latin. 
8 Book of Alternative Services, alt. 
9 St. Benedict’s Table, Winnipeg. 
10 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist with Spiritual 
Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
11 Sundays and Seasons. 
12 An Order for the Holy Eucharist 2004. Church in Wales. 
13 Text: St. 1—2, John Newton (1725—1807), st. 3, New English Hymnal. Music: (Tune: Halton Holgate) 
William Boyce (1710—1779). 


