Church of the Nativity, Hamilton
Holy Eucharist
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
With prayers for our nation
3 July 2022

Called to Life — Compelled to Love

The parish of the Church of the Nativity is located on territory that has been stewarded
and cared for by several Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the
Anishnaabe, and the Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One
Spoon wampum, and we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members. As
we respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place, we also honour
the heritage and gifts of Métis people.
May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation.
All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity. May you find
grace and hope in this service.

COVID-19 Precautions: Our in-person services continue to be offered under the guidelines
and directions from the Diocese of Niagara and Public Health as we strive to worship and
protect the health of all who attend. We ask that those attending in-person keep their
masks covering their mouth, nose, and chin throughout their time in the building; that they
limit what surfaces they touch; and that they not leave their seats except as directed,
maintaining two metres of physical distance between themselves and others when they
do move.

Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows.

Prelude
Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation.
A bell is rung, and the service begins.

Processional Hymn #500
Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant1
Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.
We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road;
we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.
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I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow, till we’ve seen this journey through.
When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.
Brother, let me be your servant; let me be as Christ to you;
pray that l may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

Welcome & Collect
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.2

Almighty God,
whose wisdom and whose love are over all,
accept the prayers we offer for our nation.
Give integrity to its citizens and wisdom to those in authority,
that harmony and justice may be secured in obedience to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Holy Scripture
1st Reading
A reading from the second book of Kings.
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in
high favour with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to
Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the
Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’
So Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel
had said. And the king of Aram said, ‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to
the king of Israel.’
He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold,
and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which
read, ‘When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant
Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.’ When the king of Israel read
the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or life, that
this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see
how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, he sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let
him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So
Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of
Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.’ But
Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that for me he
would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God,
and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana
and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?
Could I not wash in them, and be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage.
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But his servants approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How
much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ So he went
down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word
of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he
was clean.
2 Kings 5.1—14

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 30
Exaltabo te, Domine

I will exalt you, O Lord,
because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
O Lord my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
Sing to the Lord, you servants of God;
give thanks for the remembrance of the holiness of God.
For the wrath of God endures but the twinkling of an eye,
the divine favour for a lifetime.
Weeping may spend the night,
but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed.
Lord, with your favour, you made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
I cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with you, saying,
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
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Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;
O Lord, be my helper.”
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

The Gospel
The acclamation is sung

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Luke.
♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪
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When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered
a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive
him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. When his disciples James
and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?’ But he turned and rebuked them.
Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you
wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he
said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let
me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who
puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’
Luke 10.1—11, 16—20

The Gospel of Christ.
♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪
Homily
Affirming our Faith3
Let us confess our faith, as we say,
We trust in God, who has created and is creating;
who came to us in Jesus,
the word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new;
who works in us and others
by the Holy Spirit.
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We believe we are called to be God’s people:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection
by word and deed.
We live in hope
because in life, in death, in life beyond death,
we are not alone: God is with us.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People

℣
℟

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Confession & Absolution4
Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
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we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbours.
Amen.
Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you!
And also with you.

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
Offertory Hymn #532
What a Friend We Have in Jesus5
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!
Have we trials or temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!
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Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Christ the Saviour is our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do our friends despise, forsake us? Are we tempted to despair?
Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, and we’ll find new courage there.

Prayer over the Gifts6
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labour in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving7
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer,
your living Word,
through whom you have created all things.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
Jesus took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our human nature.
Living and dying as one of us,
Jesus reconciles us to you, the God and Father of all.
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In fulfilment of your will, Jesus stretched out his hands in suffering,
to bring release to those who place their hope in you;
and so he wins for you a holy people.
Jesus chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,
giving up his life on the cross,
to shatter the chains of evil and death,
and to banish the darkness of sin and despair.
By his resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence.
Now with all creation we raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.


 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious God,
accept our praise, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
took bread and gave you thanks,
saying, “Take, and eat:
this is my body which is broken for you.”
In the same way he took the cup,
saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you.
When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we offer you this bread and this cup,
giving thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your holy Church.
Gather into one all who share in these sacred mysteries,
filling them with the Holy Spirit and confirming their faith in the truth,
that together we may praise you and give you glory
through your Servant, Jesus Christ.
All glory and honour are yours, Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit
in the holy Church, now and for ever.

Amen. Amen. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus teaches us
in the language and version of our comfort:
Our Father
in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever.

who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever

Amen.
We keep silent and pray for a short time.

The Breaking of the Bread8

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat,
whose many grains we have gathered
and made into this one bread.
So may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth
into your reign of justice and peace.
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Communion9

This is the table, not merely of the church, but of Christ.
It is made ready for those who love him,
and for those who want to love him more.
So come,
whether you have much faith or little;
have tried to follow, or are afraid you’ve failed.
Come,
because it is his will that those who want to meet him
might meet him here.
Thanks be to God.

13

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the
eucharist may wish to pray one of the following prayers of
reception for spiritual communion10:
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, may
my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with your
Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.
or
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love you
with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread and
wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may my
love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving I
may serve you in the world you love. Amen.
or
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread and
wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to you;
never let me be separated from you. Amen.
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Prayer after Communion11
Life-giving God, through this meal
you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
Doxology12
Generous God,
you have fed us at your heavenly table.
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit
that when the Lord comes again
we may shine as lights before him,
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.
Amen.

Parish Announcements

Blessing
…
Amen.
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Recessional Anthem
O Canada13
Verses 1, 2, & 4

O Canada! Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all of us command!
With glowing hearts we see thee rise, the true north strong and free.
From far and wide, O Canada, we stand on guard for thee!
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada! Where pines and maples grow,
great prairies spread and lordly rivers flow,
how dear to us thy broad domain, from east to western sea!
Thou land of hope for all who toil!
Thou true north strong and free!
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
Ruler supreme, who hearest humble prayer,
hold our dominion in thy loving care.
Help us to find, O God, in thee a lasting rich reward,
as waiting for the better day, we ever stand on guard.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Dismissal
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God!
Postlude
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