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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides is has been long-tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 

Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and 
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history, 
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis 

people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 
 
 
 

 COVID-19 Precautions: Our in-person services continue to be offered under the guidelines 
and directions from the Diocese of Niagara and Public Health as we strive to worship and 
protect the health of all who attend. Details about our Green Stage precautions can be 
found at https://worshipwithnativity.org/what-do-worship-services-look-like-now/  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 

 
 

  

https://worshipwithnativity.org/what-do-worship-services-look-like-now/
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Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
 
  

Processional Hymn #388 
 

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken1 
 

 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken formed thee for his own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, thou mayest smile at all thy foes. 
 

See! The streams of living waters, springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, when such a river ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, never fails from age to age. 
 

Round each habitation hovering, see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering – showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus they march, the pillar leading, light by night, and shade by day; 
daily on the manna feeding which God gives them when they pray. 
 

Saviour, if of Zion’s city I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name. 
Fading is the world's best pleasure, all its boasted pomp or show: 
solid joys and lasting treasures none but Zion’s children know. 
 
 
 

Welcome  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of the sabbath,  
  this is the day and this is the hour  
    when women long oppressed stand with dignity,  
      and when your healing escapes our desire for control:  
may your joy stretch the fabric of our hearts  
  and inspire us to loosen each other’s bonds;  
through Jesus Christ,  
  the shamer of the powerful and the raiser of the dead,  
    who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
      God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Holy Scripture 
 
 

1st Reading 
 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 
 

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’ 
 
Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
boy.’ But the LORD said to me, 
‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; 
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
says the LORD.’ 
 
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth;  
and the LORD said to me, 
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.’ 
 
 

Jeremiah 1.4—10   
  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

  



5 

 

Psalm 71.1—6 3  
 

In te, Domine, speravi 
 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be ashamed. 
In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;  
incline your ear to me and save me. 
 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe;  
you are my crag and my stronghold. 
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,  
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
 

For you are my hope, O Lord God,  
my confidence since I was young. 
I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 
from my mother’s womb you have been my strength;  
my praise shall be always of you. 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Luke. 

 ♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

 
Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just 
then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When 
Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from 
your ailment.’ When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 
straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are 
six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, 
and not on the sabbath day.’ But the Lord answered him and said, ‘You 
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hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey 
from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this 
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, 
be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?’ When he said this, all his 
opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the 
wonderful things that he was doing. 

 

Luke 13.10—17  
   

The Gospel of Christ. 

 ♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 
 
 

Homily  
 
 

 
Affirming our Faith4 

 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
 

We trust in God, who has created and is creating; 
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new;  
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe we are called to be God’s people: 
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection  
by word and deed. 
 

We live in hope  
because in life, in death, in life beyond death,  
we are not alone: God is with us.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

℣ God of grace, 

℟ hear our prayer. 
 

 
Confession & Absolution5 

 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table. 
Let us confess our sins,  
  confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
  but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
  we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
  we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbours. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Offertory Hymn #328 
 
 

Lo, God Is Here! Let Us Adore 6 
 
 

Lo, God is here! Let us adore,  
and own how awesome is this place; 
let all within us feel God’s power 
and bow before the hidden face. 
Redeeming Lord, your grace we prove, 
serve you with awe, with reverence love. 
 

Lo, God is here! Both day and night 
united choirs of angels sing; 
to God, enthroned above all height, 
heaven's host their noblest praises bring; 
disdain not, Lord, our meaner song, 
who praise you with a stammering tongue. 
 

Being of beings, may our praise 
your courts with grateful fragrance fill; 
still may we stand before your face, 
still hear and do your sovereign will; 
to you may all our thoughts arise, 
ceaseless, accepted sacrifice. 
 
 

Prayer over the Gifts7 
  

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  
As we feast on your goodness,  
  strengthen us to labour in your field,  
    and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,  
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving8 

  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

God of Sinai and Zion,  
  you have met us on a mountain of blazing fire and gloom and tempest,  
    and in Moses you made a covenant with your chosen people.  
When we were faithless, you remained faithful.  
Yet in Jesus you renew that covenant  
  not in anger but in gentleness,  
    not in grief but in joy,  
      not in terror but in trust.  
And so you lead us in thanksgiving to Mount Zion,  
  to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  
    to the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in your company,  
      and to angels and archangels in festal gathering,  
        singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
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 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

God beyond our imaginings,  
  in Jesus you make yourself a being who may be touched,  
    and in this sacrament of bread and wine  
      you allow us to touch your heart.  
In your Son’s death he was nailed to a cross,  
  and in his resurrection the disciples touched his hands and side.  
Come close to us in the power of your Spirit  
  and make us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
Send down that same Spirit,  

   
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  that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us  
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;  
who, at supper with his disciples,  
  took bread, gave you thanks,  
    broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;  
  do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup.  
Again he gave you thanks,  
  and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
“Drink this, all of you:  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

God our saviour,  
  in Jesus you healed the woman crippled for many years,  
    and likewise in Jesus you transform your world so long oppressed by sin.  
As you make yourself present  
  in the power of your Spirit in this bread and wine,  
    alert us to your presence and transforming love 
      wherever we see ourselves or others  
         struggling with sin or suffering or sadness or oppression.  
Touch us in our places of despair,  
  touch all your people in their woundedness and grief,  
    and touch your whole creation  
       as it groans in eager longing for your coming again,  
that we may come face to face with you,  
  and you make know us in the likeness of your Son,  
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    ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us  
    in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,      who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
 
 

 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen.  
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We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
 
  

The Breaking of the Bread9 
  

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat,  
whose many grains we have gathered  
and made into this one bread.  
So may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth  
into your reign of justice and peace. 

 
  
 

Communion10 
  

This is the table, not merely of the church, but of Christ. 
It is made ready for those who love him, 
  and for those who want to love him more. 
So come,  
  whether you have much faith or little; 
    have tried to follow, or are afraid you’ve failed. 
Come,  
  because it is Christ’s will that those who want to meet him  
    might meet him here. 
Thanks be to God. 
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All who are unable to be physically present  
to receive the eucharist  

may wish to pray one of the following prayers  
of reception for spiritual communion11: 

   

 
 
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, may 
my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with your 
Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.  
  

or 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love you 
with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread and 
wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may my 
love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving I 
may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread and 
wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to you; 
never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Prayer after Communion12 
  

Life-giving God, through this meal  
  you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.  
Now send us forth to live for others,  
  both friend and stranger,  
    that all may come to know your love.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

Doxology13 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
Parish Announcements  

 
 

 
Blessing 

 

…  
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn #434 
  

The Love of Jesus Calls Us 14 
 

verses 1, 3, & 4 
 

 
 

The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise to sing; 
our deeply felt thanksgivings we now together bring, 
for all God's many blessings, unasked yet still received, 
and for the generations who faithfully believed. 
 

The love of Jesus calls us to go where he would go, 
to challenge all that limits, to change, to learn, to grow, 
to know that Christ has freed us, that prisons are no more; 
for those who seek his kingdom, Christ opens every door. 
 

The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly changing days, 
to be God's co-creators in new and wondrous ways; 
that God with men and women may so transform the earth, 
that love and peace and justice may give God's kingdom birth. 

 
 
 

Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Postlude  
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Our cover image is a picture of the 1886 painting “Hope” by the English artist George 
Frederic Watts (1817—1904). This picture is in the public domain. Original source: 
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10 St. Benedict’s Table, Winnipeg. 
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