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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 

Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and 
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history, 
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis 

people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
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Processional Hymn # 349   All People that on Earth Do Dwell 1 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why, the Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is forever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 
 
 
 

Welcome  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 

The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord of the church,  
  you call a broken people around your table:  
in times of disagreement teach us to listen,  
  loose us from prejudice,  
    and bind us to your way of forgiving grace;  
through Jesus Christ,  
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  who stands at the heart of our gathering,  
    and who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
     God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
 
 

Unfolding the Scriptures 
 

1st Reading 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year 
for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month 
they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and 
I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and 
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the LORD. The 
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. 
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This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance. 

 

Exodus 12.1—14    
 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 149 3 
 

Cantate Domino 
  

Alleluia! Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing the praises of God in the congregation of the faithful. 
Let Israel rejoice in their maker; 
let the children of Zion be joyful in their sovereign. 
 

Let them praise the name of the Lord in the dance; 
let them sing praise to God with timbrel and harp. 
For the Lord takes pleasure in this people  
and adorns the poor with victory. 
 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
let them be joyful on their beds. 
Let the praises of God be in their throat 
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 

to wreak vengeance on the nations  
and punishment on the peoples; 
to bind their rulers in chains  
and their nobles with links of iron; 
 

to inflict on them the judgement decreed;  
this is glory for all God’s faithful people. Alleluia! 
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2nd Reading 
 

A reading from the letter to the followers of Jesus in Rome. 
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 
of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the 
day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Romans 13.8—14  
    

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Matthew. 
 ♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

Jesus said, ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

 

Matthew 18.15—20    
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
 ♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 
 

Homily  
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Affirmation of Faith 4 
 

Let us affirm the faith we share. 
 

We trust in God, who has created and is creating; 
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new;  
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe we are called to be God’s people: 
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection  
by word and deed. 
 

We live in hope because in life, in death, in life beyond death,  
we are not alone:  God is with us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

℣	 God, in your love, 
℟	 hear our prayer. 
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Confession & Absolution 5 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

 

 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice,  
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbour, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

The Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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Feasting at the Table 
 

 

Offertory Song # 309 
 

Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet 6 
 

Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet, 
praise the Lord with the harp and lute, 
praise the Lord with the gentle sounding flute. 
 

Praise the Lord in the field and forest, 
praise the Lord in the city square, 
praise the Lord anytime and anywhere. 
 

Praise the Lord in the wind and sunshine, 
praise the Lord in the dark of night, 
praise the Lord in the rain or snow or in the morning light. 
 

Praise the Lord in the deepest valley, 
praise the Lord on the highest hill, 
praise the Lord, never let your voice be still. 
 

Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal, 
praise the Lord with the pipe and string, 
praise the Lord with the joyful songs you sing. 
 

Praise the Lord on a weekday morning, 
praise the Lord on a Sunday noon, 
praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon. 
 

Praise the Lord in the time of sorrow, 
praise the Lord in the time of joy, 
praise the Lord in the every moment, nothing let your praise destroy. 
 

Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet, 
praise the Lord in your work or play, 
praise the Lord every where in every way! 
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If you wish to make a monetary gift, you can do so at any time by mailing a cheque to the 
church (1831 King Street East, Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8) or via e-transfer to 
donations.nativity@gmail.com 
 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 7 
  

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. 
We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. 
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 8 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

We glorify and enjoy you now and forever, gracious God,  
  because you created the universe as your work of art,  
    and set us in the midst of it.  
When the canvas of your kindness was torn by our sin,  
  you crafted a work of even more depth and beauty  
    from the damage we had done.  
When your Son’s body was scarred and pierced,  
  you raised him to glorious life.  
In your chosen people you drew out a song of thankfulness and praise,  
  and in your church you give us voices  
    to shout and dance and sculpt and inscribe the wonders of your love.  
And so we rejoice to join with angels and archangels  
   and all the company of heaven  
     singing the hymn of your unending praise.     
      

    % % % 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

 
We lift our hearts to you, Lord God,  
  because you draw your whole creation into the celebration of your glory. 
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us now,  
  that every part of every one of us  
    might become an instrument of your peace.  
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Give us your very self in these gifts of bread and wine  
  and make them be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread,  
  gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup.  
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

“Drink this, all of you:  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

God of justice,  
  make us a prophetic people,  
    whose every work and every act is a proclamation of the new order  
      found in you and worthy of your kingdom.  
Holy God, make us a priestly people,  
  whose lives are so transparent with your truth  
    that we become a place of encounter  
      between you and your beloved children.  
Reigning God, make us a kingly people,  
  whose hearts are filled with worship and wonder,  
    and who seek to bring every one of your gifts to fruition  
     in the power of your Spirit. 
We pray in union with Christ  
  in the power of your Holy Spirit,  
    God of glory, for ever and ever. 
 

% % % 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us  
    in the language and version of our comfort: 
 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,      who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever. 

 

Amen. 
 

We keep silent and pray for a short time. 

 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 9 
  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 
 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God!  

 
Communion 

 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist may 
wish to pray one of the following prayers  
of reception for spiritual communion 10: 

   

I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present 
in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to 
receive you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be 
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew 
my soul; may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly 
blessing. Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and 
peace increase, that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom 
shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to 
love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence 
in bread and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill 
me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy 
and thanksgiving I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I 
love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the 
bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite 
myself to you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn  
 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees, 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
 

Refrain: 
When I fall down on my knees  
with my face to the rising sun, 
Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us drink wine together on our knees, 
let us drink wine together on our knees.     Refrain… 
 

Let us praise God together on our knees, 
let us praise God together on our knees.     Refrain… 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 11 

 

Blessed be your name, O God,  
  for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,  
   the joy and delight of our hearts.  
Strengthened by this food,  
  send us to gather the world to your banquet,  
    where none are left out and all are satisfied.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
  

Doxology 12 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever. Amen. 
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Parish Announcements  
 

Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn # 330 
 

O Praise Ye the Lord 13 
 
O praise ye the Lord! Give praise in the height; 
rejoice in God's Word, ye angels of light; 
ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were made, 
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed. 
 

O praise ye the Lord! Give praise upon earth, 
in tuneful accord, give thanks for new birth; 
praise God who hath brought you all grace from above, 
praise God who hath taught you the pathways of love. 
 

O praise ye the Lord! all things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord re-echo around; 
loud organs, God's glory proclaim in deep tone, 
and sweet harp, the story of what God hath done. 
 

O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song 
be ever outpoured all ages along; 
for love in creation, for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord! 
 
 

Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
 

Thanks be to God!  
 

  
 
 
 

Postlude 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

our Bishop:  ☩ Susan;  
our diocese: all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
diocesan cycle: St. David, Welland; 
wider:  Anne, our metropolitan archbishop; 
  Linda, our primate; 
  the Church of Ireland; 
 
For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

 Dawn; Robert, Tiffany, Reid, & Hudson; Jim; 
   
For the needs of the world: 
 
For peace: 
 

 Ukraine, Sudan, South Sudan, and all places of conflict 
 
For those we know in need of healing 
 
For those who have died, and those who mourn: 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers  
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries of the Church of the Nativity 
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The Right Reverend Susan Bell   Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mrs. Dena Thomas    Theological Intern 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

Facebook facebook.com/Nativityniagara/ 

Twitter (X) @nativityniagara 
 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@nativityniagara 

Mailing 
Address 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 
 

Telephone (905) 549-4335 

Email admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is a screenprint on paper by the artist William H. Johnson, entitled 
“Going to Church.” This image is in the public domain. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Text: Psalm 100; Eng. Para. attrib. William Kethe (1530?—1594?). Music: Melody Geneva, 
1551.  Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
2 Prayers for an Inclusive Church, qtd. in the Anglican Church of Canada’s Alternative RCL 
Collects. 
3 A Liturgical Psalter (2016). General Synod from the Anglican Church of Canada. 
4 Celebrate God’s Presence (2000), The United Church of Canada. 
5 Invitation & Absolution: Book of Alternative Services. Confession: Sundays and Seasons. 
6 Text and music: Nathalie Sleeth (1930—92). © 1976 Hinshaw Music. Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
7 Sundays and Seasons. 
8 Eucharistic Prayers (2006). Samuel Wells & Abigail Kocher.  
9 Book of Alternative Services, alt. 
10 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
11 Sundays and Seasons. 
12 Church of Wales. 
13 Text: Psalm 150; para. Henry Williams Baker (1821—77), alt. Music: Charles Hubert 
Hastings Parry (1848—1918). Used under OneLicense A-604280. 


