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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 

Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and 
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history, 
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis 

people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
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Processional Hymn # 527   How Firm a Foundation 1 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said, 
to you who to Jesus for refuge have fled? 
 

 “Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
I will not—I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 
 
 
 

Welcome  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of love, you brought your people out of slavery with a mighty hand. 
Deliver us from  
  our captivity to self-interest  
  and our indifference to the gifts of others,  
so that we may be ready  
  to love as you have loved us;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you  
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
      God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
 
 

Unfolding the Scriptures 
 

1st Reading 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

  The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 
took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army 
of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; 
one did not come near the other all night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army 
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. 
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The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for 
them against Egypt.’ 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so 
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 
chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed 
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 
on their left. 
 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord 
did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the 
LORD and in his servant Moses. 

 

Exodus 14.19—31    
 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 114 3 
 

In exitu Israel 
  

Alleluia! When Israel came out of Egypt,  
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
Judah became the sanctuary of the Lord  
and Israel the dominion of God. 
 

The sea beheld it and fled; Jordan turned and went back. 
The mountains skipped like rams,  
and the little hills like young sheep. 
 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
You mountains, that you skipped like rams? 
You little hills like young sheep? 
 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,  
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turned the hard rock into a pool of water 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
 
 
 

 
2nd Reading 

 

A reading from the letter to the followers of Jesus in Rome. 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat 
only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 
 



6 
 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 
honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement 
seat of God. For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

Romans 14.1—12  
    

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Matthew. 
 ♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and 
all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 
before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 
And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with 
him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he 
went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
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you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as 
I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 

Matthew 18.21—35 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
 ♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 
 

Homily  
 
 

 
Affirmation of Faith 4 

 

Let us affirm the faith we share. 
 

We trust in God, who has created and is creating; 
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new;  
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe we are called to be God’s people: 
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection  
by word and deed. 
 

We live in hope because in life, in death, in life beyond death,  
we are not alone:  God is with us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

℣	 God, in your love, 
℟	 hear our prayer. 
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Confession & Absolution 5 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

 

 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice,  
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbour, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

The Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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Feasting at the Table 
 

 

Offertory Song # 32 
 

Walls that Divide 6 
 

Though ancient walls may still stand proud  
and racial strife be fact, 
though boundaries may be lines of hate, 
proclaim God’s saving act! 
 

Refrain: 
Walls that divide are broken down; Christ is our unity! 
Chains that enslave are thrown aside;  
Christ is our liberty! 

 

When vested power stands firm entrenched 
and breaks another’s back, 
when waste and want live side by side, it’s gospel that we lack. 
 

The truth we seek in varied scheme, the life that we pursue, 
unites us in a common quest of self and world made new. 
 

The church divided seeks that grace, 
that newness we proclaim, 
a unity of serving love that lives praise to God’s name. 
 

This broken world seeks lasting health and vital unity. 
God’s people, by God’s Word renewed, cast off all slavery. 
 
 

If you wish to make a monetary gift, you can do so at any time by mailing a cheque to the 
church (1831 King Street East, Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8) or via e-transfer to 
donations.nativity@gmail.com 
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Prayer over the Gifts 7 
  

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. 
We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. 
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 8 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

It is good and joyful to sing your praise,  
  God of Moses and Miriam,  
    for you are majestic in holiness,  
      awesome in splendour,  
        and glorious in power.  
You rejoice in all you have made,  
  and you have created all things to ring out your joy.  
When your children were shackled as Pharaoh’s slaves,  
  you heard their cries,  
   divided the waters of the sea,  
     and opened a path to lead them to freedom on dry ground.  
When your people were captive to the bondage of sin,  
  you sent your Son, full of your forgiving mercies,  
   to release us and to send us to share with others  
     the grace we have ourselves received.  
And so we give you thanks and extol your holy name,  
  with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,  
     as we join the unending hymn.    
      

    % % % 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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Delivering God, through your Son’s dying and rising,  
  you have released us from the debt of sin into the company of the forgiven. 
Sanctify us, who share this meal,  
  to be a sign of jubilee hope  
    in your freeing, redeeming, life-giving promise.  
Send your Spirit upon this bread and this cup of blessing  
  to be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread,  
  gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup.  
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

“Drink this, all of you:  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

God of mercy,  
  shape your church to embody the forgiveness you make possible in Christ. 
Have compassion upon your children  
  who suffer the isolation of shame or disgrace.  
Give courage and conviction to any  
  who find it difficult to forgive another from the heart,  
    and console your children whose pleas for clemency are unheeded.  
Bring your kingdom near in every place  
  where financial debt weighs down nation or household.  
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Draw us into your eternal life,  
  that heralding your emancipation  
   and proclaiming your liberation together with your people of every age,  
    we may be bound to your forever in one perfect freedom,  
everlasting God,  
  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

% % %    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us  
    in the language and version of our comfort: 
 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,      who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 

 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 



15 
 

Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever. 

 

Amen. 
 

We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 9 
  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 
 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist may 
wish to pray one of the following prayers  
of reception for spiritual communion 10: 

   

I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present 
in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to 
receive you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be 
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew 
my soul; may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly 
blessing. Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and 
peace increase, that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom 
shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to 
love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence 
in bread and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill 
me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy 
and thanksgiving I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I 
love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the 
bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite 
myself to you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn # 649 
 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God 11 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God; 
Fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until my will is one with thine 
to do and to endure. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine,  
my will to yours incline, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God: 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 
 

Communion Hymn # 74 
 

For the Bread which You Have Broken 12 
 

For the bread, which you have broken, 
for the wine which you have poured, 
for the words which you have spoken, 
now we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

By these pledges that you love us, 
by your gift of peace restored, 
by your call to realms above us, 
consecrate our lives, O Lord. 
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In your service, Lord, defend us; 
help us to obey your word; 
in the world to which you send us 
let your kingdom come, O Lord! 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 13 
 

Blessed be your name, O God,  
  for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,  
   the joy and delight of our hearts.  
Strengthened by this food,  
  send us to gather the world to your banquet,  
    where none are left out and all are satisfied.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
  

Doxology 14 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever. Amen. 
  

Parish Announcements  
 

Blessing 
 
 
 

Recessional Hymn # 536 
 

Singing Songs of Expectation 15 
 
Singing songs of expectation,  
onward goes the pilgrim band, 
through the night of doubt and sorrow,  
marching to the promised land. 
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Clear before us through the darkness 
gleams and burns the guiding light: 
trusting God, we march together 
stepping fearless through the night. 
 

One the light of God’s own presence, 
o’er his ransomed people shed, 
chasing far the gloom and terror, 
brightening all the path we tread: 
one the object of our journey, 
one the faith which never tires, 
one the earnest looking forward, 
one the hope our God inspires. 
 

One the strain the lips of thousands 
lift as from the heart of one; 
one the conflict, one the peril, 
one the march in God begun: 
one the gladness of rejoicing 
on the far eternal shore, 
where the one almighty Father 
reigns in love for evermore. 
 
 

Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
 

Thanks be to God!  
 

  
 
 
 

Postlude 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

our Bishop:  ☩ Susan;  
our diocese: all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
diocesan cycle: St. Alban the Martyr, Acton; 
wider:  Anne, our metropolitan archbishop; 
  Linda, our primate; 
  the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean; 
 
For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

  Jackie; Karen; Norm & Wendy. 
   
For the needs of the world: 
 

    for the people of Libya and Morocco; 
 
For peace: 
 

   Ukraine, Sudan, South Sudan, and all places of conflict 
 
For those we know in need of healing 
 
For those who have died, and those who mourn: 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers  
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries 

 of the Church of the Nativity 
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The Right Reverend Susan Bell   Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mrs. Dena Thomas    Theological Intern 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

Facebook facebook.com/Nativityniagara/ 

Twitter (X) @nativityniagara 
 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@nativityniagara 

Mailing 
Address 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 
 

Telephone (905) 549-4335 

Email admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is a painting by the artist John August Swanson, entitled “Moses.” The 
artist has granted permission for the non-commercial use of this image with attribution; 
our thanks to Mr. Swanson. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Text: John Rippon (1751—1836), called “K” in A Selection of Hymns, 1787. Music: Tune: 
St. Denio: Healey Willan (1880—1968), © 1994 Waterloo Music Inc.  Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
2 Prayers for an Inclusive Church, qtd. in the Anglican Church of Canada’s Alternative RCL 
Collects. 
3 A Liturgical Psalter (2016). General Synod from the Anglican Church of Canada. 
4 Celebrate God’s Presence (2000), The United Church of Canada. 
5 Invitation & Absolution: Book of Alternative Services. Confession: Sundays and Seasons. 
6 Text and music: Nathalie Sleeth (1930—92). © 1976 Hinshaw Music. Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
7 Sundays and Seasons. 
8 Eucharistic Prayers (2006). Samuel Wells & Abigail Kocher.  
9 Book of Alternative Services, alt. 
10 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
11 Text: Edwin Hatch (1835—89). Music: Robert Jackson (1840—1914). Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
12 Text: Louis Fitzgerald Benson (1855—1930), alt. Music: Melody Gross Catholisch 
Gesangbuch, Nürnberg, 1631; arr. William Smith Rockstro (1832—95). Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
13 Sundays and Seasons. 
14 Church of Wales. 
15 Text: Bernard Severin Ingemann (1789—1862); tr. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834—1924), 
alt. Music: Melody The Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; acc. Marty Haugen (1950—). 
Acc © 1987 GIA. Used under OneLicense A-604280. 


