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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the
Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history,
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis
people.

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation.

All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.
May you find grace and hope in this service.

Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows.

Prelude

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation.

A bell is rung, and the service begins.



Processional Hymn #349 '

All People That on Earth Do Dwell

All people that on earth do dwell,

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;
come ye before him, and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed;
without our aid he did us make;
we are his folk, he doth us feed,
and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise,
approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always,
for it is seemly so to do.

For why, the Lord our God is good;
his mercy is forever sure;

his truth at all times firmly stood,
and shall from age to age endure.



The Gathering

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

The Collect ®
Let us pray.
Destitute King,
one with the hungry, the naked, and the scorned:
may our faith be proved not in dogma and piety
but in serving you in the last and the least;
through Jesus Christ, the stranger’s Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.
Amen.
Unfolding the Scriptures
1°* Reading

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

For thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their
scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. | will rescue them from all the
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. | will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. | myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down, says the Lord Gop. | will
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured,
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and | will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy. I will
feed them with justice.

Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far
and wide, | will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and | will
judge between sheep and sheep.

| will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LoRrD, have
spoken.

Ezekiel 34.119—16, 20—24

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1003

Jubilate Deo

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;

serve the Lord with gladness

and come into the divine presence with a song.
Know this: the Lord, the Lord, is God;

the One made us and to whom we belong;

we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture.

Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving;

go into these courts with praise;

give thanks to God and call upon the name of the Lord.
For the Lord is good, whose steadfast love is everlasting;
and whose faithfulness endures from age to age.



2"! Reading
A reading from the letter to the followers of Jesus in Ephesus.

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the
saints, and for this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember
you in my prayers. | pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God
put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 1.15—23

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.



The Gospel
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Matthew.
D Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. >

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for | was hungry and you
gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was
sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” Then the
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”’
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will
say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry and you
gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a
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stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will
answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer
them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.’

Matthew 25. 31—46

The Gospel of Christ.
D Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. D

Homily

Affirmation of Faith *
Let us affirm the faith we share.

We trust in God, who has created and is creating;
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new;

who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit.

We believe we are called to be God’s people:

to celebrate God’s presence,

to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection by word and deed.

We live in hope because in life, in death, in life beyond death,
we are not alone: God is with us. Thanks be to God. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

V God of grace,
R hearour prayer.

Confession & Absolution ®

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.

Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.

We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.

We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,

open our hands to serve your creation.

Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you!
And also with you.



Feasting at the Table

Offertory Hymn
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee °

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away;

giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father and our Mother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.

If you wish to make a monetary gift, you can do so at any time by mailing a cheque to the
church (1831 King Street East, Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8) or via e-transfer to
donations.nativity@gmail.com



God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them that,
as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made,

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.

Amen.

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer over the Gifts’

The Great Thanksgiving °

It is our duty and our joy to thank and praise you, God of heaven and earth;

for you are our shepherd,
who called Abraham by name,
gathered a people under Moses,
fed your flock in the wilderness,
and led them out of Egypt and Babylon
to take refuge in your sheepfold.

In the fullness of time you send Jesus to be our shepherd king,

leading us beside still waters,

delivering us from the valley of the shadow of death,

and restoring our souls.
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And so with your gathered flock,
with sheep that are not of this fold,
and with saints and angels surrounding your glorious throne,
we praise your name and join the unending hymn.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
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Abundant God,
you bestow upon your people
the riches of your glorious inheritance
and the immeasurable greatness of your power.
You send upon your disciples the Spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Send now that same Spirit
to breathe upon your church
and make it resound with your praise.
Sanctify this bread and cup,
they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, at supper with his disciples,
took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.



God of glory,
you sent Jesus to be our prophet, priest, and king,
and you show us his face
in the face of those on whom the world turns its back.
As the tempted Christ was hungry in the wilderness,
make yourself known to all who search for food.
As the crucified Christ was thirsty hanging on the tree,
reveal your love among those who lack clean water.
As the infant Christ was naked in the manger,
live in all who experience shame and exposure.
As Christ in his passion was sick to the heart in Gethsemane,
declare your grace among those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.
And as Christ under judgement was a prisoner under Pontius Pilate,
be with all who are incarcerated by folly, injustice, or fear.
Renew your church by making it resemble Jesus,
our crucified king, our saviour, Lord, and friend,
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.
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Amen, Amen, Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,

The Lord’s Prayer

let us pray as Jesus teaches us in the language and version of our comfort:

Our Father

in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.

Amen.

We keep silent and pray for a short time.

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

The Breaking of the Bread °

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
Thanks be to God!
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Communion

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist
may wish to pray one of the following prayers of reception
for spiritual communion *:

| worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present
in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to
receive you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew
my soul; may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly
blessing. Even as | am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and
peace increase, that | may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom
shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.

or

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. | seek to
love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence
in bread and wine | receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill
me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy
and thanksgiving | may serve you in the world you love. Amen.

or

Jesus, | believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. |
love you and | desire your presence afresh in my life. Since | cannot now receive the
bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. | embrace you and unite
myself to you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.
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Communion Hymn # 520
The King of Love My Shepherd Is "

The king of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his

and he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale | fear noiill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:

good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
within thy house for ever!
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Prayer after Communion *

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
Amen.

Doxology
Generous God,
you have fed us at your heavenly table.
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit
that when the Lord comes again
we may shine as lights before him,
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.
Amen.

Parish Announcements

Blessing

17



Recessional Hymn # 379

Rejoice, the Lord is King ™

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

Jesus the Saviour reigns, the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope; Jesus, the Judge, shall come
and take his servants up to their eternal home.

We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice;

the trump of God shall sound, rejoice!

Dismissal

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God:!

Postlude
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Announcements!

ADVENT BRUNCH December 3™

The Advent Brunch will be taking place this year NEXT Sunday, December 3
following the 10°™ service. Tickets are available at no cost from Jan or Larry.
If you are interested in helping to prepare or serve or in any other way, talk to
Larry Collinson or call the office.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON December 12" at 12 P™

The Nativity Ladies are having their annual Christmas luncheon on Tuesday,
December 12" at 12noon with a short service at 11:30am for those interested.
The cost is $15 for a catered lunch followed by a festive sing-a-long with Peter!
Be sure to let Blanche or the office know if you will be attending by December
8™. As part of their outreach efforts, toys for children or gifts for teenagers
will be accepted and donated to St. Matthew’s House.

CHRISTMAS SONGS & STORIES December 171" at 3 P™

Save the date, and start inviting friends and loved ones now! At this informal
celebration, we’ll sing our favourite carols, hear stories from scripture & the
wider world, and enjoy musical offerings from some very talented folk. It’s an
easy service to invite folks with little church background to check out!
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested:

For the Church:

our Bishop: + Susan;

our diocese: all the people of the Diocese of Niagara;
diocesan cycle:  St. Paul, Shelbourne;

wider: Anne, our metropolitan archbishop;

Linda, our primate;
The Church of Nigeria;
For those in our parish cycle of prayer:

David & Bonnie;
Carol;
Diane;

For the needs of the world:

For peace:

for the people of Israel & Palestine;

for all fleeing genocide in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh);

for an end to the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia;
for Ukraine, Sudan, South Sudan;

and for all places and people in conflict

For those we know in need of healing

For those who have died, and those who mourn:

Thank you for your daily prayers
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries
of the Church of the Nativity
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A'A The Church of the Nativity

E, 3

Facebook facebook.com/Nativityniagara/

Twitter (X)  @nativityniagara

worshipwithnativity.org

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@nativityniagara

Mailing 1831 King St. East
Address Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8

Telephone  (905) 549-4335

Email admin@worshipwithnativity.org

The Right Reverend Susan Bell

The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin
The Reverend Canon David Linn

The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson
Mrs. Dena Thomas

Mr. Peter Harding

Mrs. Laura Brintnell

Mrs. Jan Collinson
Mr. David Eccles

Bishop of Niagara
Rector

Honorary Assistant
Parish Deacon
Theological Intern
Director of Music
Parish Administrator

Wardens
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Sources

Our cover image this morning is a Coptic icon of Christ the King.

' Text: Psalm 100; Eng. Para. attrib. William Kethe (1530>—1594?). Music: Melody Geneva,
1551. Used under OnelLicense A-604280.

? Opening Prayers. Quoted in Alternative Collects (2019) from the Anglican Church of
Canada.

> A Liturgical Psalter (2016). General Synod from the Anglican Church of Canada.

* Celebrate God’s Presence (2000), The United Church of Canada.

> Invitation & Absolution: Book of Alternative Services. Confession: Sundays and Seasons.
® Text: Herbert van Dyke (1852—1933), alt. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven (1770—1827).
Used under OnelLicense A-604280.

7 Sundays and Seasons.

® Eucharistic Prayers. Samuel Wells & Abigail Kocher.

9 Book of Alternative Services, alt.

'° Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020.

" Text: Psalm 23; para. Henry Williams Baker (1821—77). Music: John Bacchus Dykes
(1823—76). Used under OnelLicense A-604280.

' Sundays and Seasons.

3 Church of Wales.

" Text: Charles Wesley (1707—88). Music: John Darwall (1731—89). Used under
Onelicense A-604280.
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