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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many Indigenous 
peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the Haudenosaunee. 

With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and we will strive to live up 
to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the 

nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize individuals’ 
appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an announcement, and 
then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 

 
Prelude 

  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
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Processional Hymn                   # 1   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 1 
  

Verses 1, 2, 4 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Enfolding God, Trinity of love,  
   you are our source, our goal, our life:   
may we be born again in you,  
   no more to live alone and unconnected, but,  
      sharing the Spirit’s breath,   
         be carried to your heart;  
through Jesus Christ, who lifts us up. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Unfolding the Scriptures 
 
  

1st Reading 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And 
one called to another and said: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
and the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ 

 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
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saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here 
am I; send me!’ 

 
Isaiah 6. 1 – 8  

  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 29                                           Afferte Domino 2 
  
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due the divine name;  
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders;  
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;  
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour. 
 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;  
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon, 
and makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe  
and strips the forests bare. 
And in the temple of the Lord 
all are crying, “Glory!” 
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The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as sovereign for evermore. 
The Lord shall give strength to this people;  
the Lord shall give this people the blessing of peace. 
 
 
 
 

2nd Reading 
 
 

A reading from the first letter to the followers of Jesus in Rome. 
 
 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but 
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. 
 

Romans 8. 12 – 17  
  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, 
‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second 
time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
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descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

John 3. 1 – 17  
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Homily  
 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
 

who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
 

He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

℣ God of grace, 
℟ receive our prayer. 

 
 
 

 
The Peace 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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 Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
  
Offertory Hymn                   Come Join the Dance of Trinity 3 

 
 

Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun— 
the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, 
made room within their dance. 

 

Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, 
God rolls away the stone. 

 

Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost to tell the Saviour’s name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death,  
our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move! 
 

Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity. 
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Prayer over the Gifts 4 
  

Jesus, Bread of life,  
   you have set this table with your very self,  
      and called us to the feast of plenty.  
Gather what has been sown among us,  
   and strengthen us in this meal.  
Make us to be what we receive here,  
   your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
  
 

The Great Thanksgiving 5 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places,  
   our true and loving God;  
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,  
   the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.  
You laid the foundations of the world  
   and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;  
You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,  
   all you create is a sign of hope for our journey;  
      and so as the morning stars sing your praises  
          we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:  
 

  % % % 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
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Glory and honour are yours, Creator of all,  
   your Word has never been silent;  
      you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations,  
         you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. 
 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human,  
   to share our life,  
      to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us,  
         a fragrant offering.  
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,  
  you have freed us from sin,  
      brought us into your life,  
         reconciled us to you,  
             and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us  
   Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you,  
      he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:  

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing,  
   gave it to his friends and said:  

“Drink this, all of you:  
    this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,  
       poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

And so, remembering all that was done for us:  
   the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,  
      longing for Christ’s coming in glory,  
and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed  
   and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
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Send your Holy Spirit upon us  
   and upon these gifts of bread and wine  
      that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,  
   may be a people of hope, justice and love.  
 
Giver of Life,  
   draw us together in the Body of Christ,  
      and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people  
         into the joy of our true eternal home.  
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,  
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
      we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
Blessed are you, now and for ever. 
 

% % % 
 

 
Amen, amen, amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,     who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,   thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
 

 We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 6 
  

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat,  
   whose many grains we have gathered and made into this one bread.  
So may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth  
into your reign of justice and peace. 
  

Communion 7 
  

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come!  
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist  
may wish to pray one of the following prayers of reception  

for spiritual communion 8: 
 
 
  
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, 
may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with 
your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. 
Amen.  
  

or 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love 
you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread 
and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may 
my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving 
I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
 
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread 
and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to 
you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn                    # 307     When Long Before Time 9 
 
 

When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme,  
and even our Maker had only a dream… 
 

…the silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
and with its first birth cries creation was born,  
and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 

The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord’s, 
their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word; 
the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the Song,  
the choir of the creatures re-echoed it long. 
 

Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared—  
its harmonies broken and almost unheard—  
the Singer comes to us to sing it again: 
our God is with us in the world now as then. 
 

The Light has returned as it came once before, 
the Song of the Lord is our own song once more; 
so let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
the song of the Singer in whom we rejoice. 
 

To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise; 
to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise; 
to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
be glory forever, through life and through death. 
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Prayer after Communion 10 
  

Jesus, Bread of life,  
   we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  
As you have nourished us in this meal,  
   now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  
In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 

Doxology 11 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

Parish Announcements  
 
 
 

Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn         # 560    God, Whose Almighty Word 12 
  

 
 

God, whose almighty Word chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray,  
and where the gospel-day sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
 

Saviour, who came to bring on your redeeming wing 
healing and sight, health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, now to all humankind 
let there be light! 
 

Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy Dove, 
speed on your flight! Move on the water’s face 
bearing the lamp of grace, and in earth’s darkest place 
let there be light! 
 

Gracious and holy Three, glorious Trinity, 
wisdom, love, might, boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride: through the world far and wide 
let there be light! 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
Thanks be to God!  
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

For Susan our bishop & all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
For the parish of St. Stephen on the Mount, Hamilton; 
For Anne, our metropolitan archbishop; 
For Linda, our primate; 
For the worldwide Anglican Communion, especially remembering the Church of the 
Province of Central Africa; 
 
 
 

For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

For Joanne; for Rosanna & Rick; for Isabel; 
 
 
 

For the needs of the world: 
 
 
 
 

For peace: 
 

For peace especially in Ukraine, South Sudan, Yemen, Gaza, Palestine, Israel, and 
all places of conflict 
 
 
 

For those we know in need of healing: 
 
 
 
 

For those who have died, and those who mourn: 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers for the people, worship, fellowship, and 
ministries of the Church of the Nativity 
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facebook.com/Nativityniagara/   

 

 

@NativityHamilton  
 

 

 

youtube.com/@nativityniagara  

 

 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 

 

 

(905) 549-4335 

 

 

admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 
 
 
 

The Right Reverend Susan Bell  Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles 
Ms. Gayle MacDonald 
Mr. Derek Smith     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
 

mailto:youtube.com/@nativityniagara
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is an icon of the Holy Trinity, written by Andrei Rublev circa 1410 to 
honour St. Sergius of Radonezh of the Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius, near Moscow in the 
town of Sergiyev Posad. 
 
 

 
1 Text: Reginald Heber (1783—1826), alt. Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823—76). Used 
under OneLicense A-604280. 
2 A Liturgical Psalter (2016). General Synod from the Anglican Church of Canada. 
3 Text: Richard Leach. © 2001 Selah Publishing. Music: Tune Kingsfold. English trad.; 
coll. Lucy Broadwood (1858—1929). Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
4 Sundays and Seasons. 
5 Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
6 Book of Alternative Services. 
7 Sundays and Seasons. 
8 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
9 Text & Melody: Peter Davison (1936—). Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
10 Sundays and Seasons. 
11 An Order for the Holy Eucharist 2004. The Church in Wales. 
12 Text: John Marriott (1780—1825), alt. Music: Felice de Giardini (1716—96), adapt. 
Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875. Used under OneLicense A-604280. 


