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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 
Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, 

and we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the 
history, spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of 

Métis people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 

 
Prelude 

  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
  

 
Processional Hymn                           # 508  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 1 

  
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, So weary and worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 
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my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world's light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till travelling days are done. 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 

The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God,  
  whose Son restored Mary Magdalene  
     to health of mind and body  
        and called her to be a witness of his resurrection,  
forgive us and heal us by your grace,  
   that we may serve you in the power of his risen life;  
      who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
         one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Unfolding the Scriptures 
 
  

1st Reading 
A reading from the book of Judith.  
 

Then Judith prostrated herself, put ashes on her head, and uncovered the 
sackcloth she was wearing. At the very time when the evening incense was 
being offered in the house of God in Jerusalem, Judith cried out to the Lord 
with a loud voice, and said: 
 

‘For your strength does not depend on numbers, nor your might on the 
powerful. But you are the God of the lowly, helper of the oppressed, 
upholder of the weak, protector of the forsaken, saviour of those 
without hope. Please, please, God of my father, God of the heritage of 
Israel, Lord of heaven and earth, Creator of the waters, King of all your 
creation, hear my prayer! Make my deceitful words bring wound and 
bruise on those who have planned cruel things against your covenant, 
and against your sacred house, and against Mount Zion, and against 
the house your children possess. Let your whole nation and every tribe 
know and understand that you are God, the God of all power and might, 
and that there is no other who protects the people of Israel but you 
alone!’  

 
Judith 9.1, 11 – 14  

  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 42. 1 – 5                                     Quemadmodum 3 
 
 

As the deer longs for the water-brooks,  
so longs my soul for you, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God,  
athirst for the living God;  
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
 

My tears have been my food day and night, 
while all day long they say to me,  
“Where now is your God?” 
I pour out my soul when I think on these things:  
how I went with the multitude 
 

and led them into the house of God, 
with the voice of praise and thanksgiving,  
among those who keep holy-day. 
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,  
and why are you so disquieted within me? 
 

Put your trust in God;  
for I will yet give thanks to the Holy One 
who is the help of my countenance and my God. 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 
  

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she 
had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? 
For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
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brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 

 

John 20. 1 – 3, 11 – 18  
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Questions and Musings about St. Mary Magdalene: 
a conversation between Elsie & Matthew 

 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 4 
 
Let us affirm the faith we share. 
 

We trust in God, who has created and is creating; 
  who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh,  
    to reconcile and make new;  
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe we are called to be God’s people: 
  to celebrate God’s presence,  
    to live with respect in creation,  
       to love and serve others,  
          to seek justice and resist evil,  
             to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection by word and deed. 
 

We live in hope because in life, in death, in life beyond death,  
   we are not alone: God is with us.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

℣ Merciful God, 
℟ receive our prayer. 

 
Confession & Absolution 5 

 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways  
  when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
   and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
The Peace 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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 Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
  
Monetary contributions to the Church of the Nativity and its ministries as we live out 
God’s mission can be mailed to the parish, dropped off in the mailbox, or made via e-
transfer to donations.nativity@gmail.com  
 
 

Offertory Hymn                       # 592   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 6 
 

Verses 1, 2, 5, 6 
 

Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
where cries of tribe and race resound, 
amid the noise of selfish strife, 
O Christ, your word of love is found. 
 

In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of your tears. 
 

O Jesus, from the mountainside 
make haste to heal these hearts of pain. 
Among these restless throngs abide; 
O tread the city’s streets again, 
 

till all the world shall learn your love 
and follow where your feet have trod, 
till glorious from your heaven above 
shall come the city of our God. 
 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 7 
  

God of life and health,  
  in your Son Jesus Christ we find the forgiveness of all that is past.  
Grant that in this eucharist today we may find the healing of all our sins.  
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

mailto:donations.nativity@gmail.com
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The Great Thanksgiving 8 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

Eternal God, Source of all being, 
we give you thanks and praise for your faithful love. 
You call us into friendship with you and one another 
to be your holy people, a sign of your presence in the world. 
When those we trust betray us, unfailingly you remain with us. 
When we injure others, you confront us in your love 
   and call us to the paths of righteousness. 
You stand with the weak, and those, broken and alone, 
   whom you have always welcomed home, 
      making the first last, and the last first. 
Therefore we raise our voices with angels and archangels, 
   forever praising you and saying 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 

Blessed are you, O Holy One: 
   when Hagar was driven into the wilderness 
      you followed her and gave her hope. 
When Joseph was sold into bondage, 
   you turned malice to your people’s good. 
When you called Israel out of slavery, 
  you brought them through the wilderness into the promised land. 
When your people were taken into exile 
   you wept with them by the river of Babylon and carried them home. 
Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 
 

At the right time you sent your Anointed One 
   to stand with those living in poverty, those who have been cast out, 
    and those who are being oppressed. 
Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them. 
He accepted water from a woman of Samaria  
   and offered her the water of new life. 
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Christ knew the desolation of the cross 
   and opened the way for all humanity  
      into the redemption of your reconciling love. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, 
   Jesus, at supper with his friends, 
      took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, gave it to them, and said,  

“Take and eat: this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 
   he gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Loving and Holy One, recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, 
    we offer you these gifts, 
    longing for the bread of tomorrow and the wine of the age to come. 
Therefore we proclaim our hope. 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on these gifts that through them  
   you may sustain us in our hunger for your peace. 
We hold before you all whose lives are marked by suffering, our siblings. 
When we are broken and cast aside, embrace us in your love. 
Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ  
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 
      O Source of all life, now and for ever. 
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Amen, amen, amen.  
  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

  
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,     who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,   thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
 

 We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 9 
  

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
Now we are raised to new life. 
 

We were buried in your tomb. 
Now we share in your resurrection. 
 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 
  

Communion 10 
  

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come!  
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist  
may wish to pray one of the following prayers of reception  

for spiritual communion 11: 
 
 
  
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, 
may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with 
your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. 
Amen.  
  

or 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love 
you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread 
and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may 
my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving 
I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
 
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread 
and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to 
you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn              # 619    Fairest Lord Jesus 12 
 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 
O thou the Godhead’s  human son: 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honour, 
thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
who makes the troubled heart to sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
and fair the twinkling, starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 

All fairest beauty, heavenly and earthly, 
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee; 
none can be nearer, fairer or dearer 
than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 
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Prayer after Communion 13 
  
  

All your works praise you, O Lord. 
And your faithful servants bless you. 
 

Gracious God 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so that we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

Parish Announcements  
 
 
 

Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn       # 393    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 14 
 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish, but nought changeth thee. 
 

Great Source of all glory and wisdom and light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
  

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
 
 
 

The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God  
and in loving memory and thanksgiving  

for the lives and loves of Roy and Dorothea Sharp. 
 

Miss you and love you, from Larry, Jan, Barb, Doug, and family. 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

For Susan our bishop & Colin, our commissary; 
   for all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
For the parish of St. George, Georgetown; 
For Anne, our metropolitan archbishop; 
For Linda, our primate; 
For the worldwide Anglican Communion, remembering the Nippon Sei Ko 
Kai; 
 
 
 

For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

For Joyce; for Debbie; for Jo-Anne & Alan; 
 
 
 

For the needs of the world: 
 
 
 
 

For peace: 
 

For peace especially in Ukraine, South Sudan, Yemen, Gaza, Palestine, 
Israel, and all places of conflict 
 
 
 

For those we know in need of healing: 
 
 
 
 

For the repose of those who have died, and for those who mourn: 
 

Roy & Dorothea Sharp; Carolina Oriana Restauri; 
 
 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers for the people, worship, fellowship, and 
ministries of the Church of the Nativity 
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facebook.com/Nativityniagara/   

 

 

@NativityHamilton  
 

 

 

youtube.com/@nativityniagara  

 

 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 

 

 

(905) 549-4335 

 

 

admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 
 
 
 

The Right Reverend Susan Bell  Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles 
Ms. Gayle MacDonald 
Mr. Derek Smith     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
 

mailto:youtube.com/@nativityniagara
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is a Coptic icon of St. Mary Magdalene. 
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