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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 
Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, 

and we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the 
history, spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of 

Métis people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 

Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
  

 
Opening Hymn                                                 # 508    I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 1 
  
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, So weary and worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 
 



2 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world's light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till travelling days are done. 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 

The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Beggar God,  
   you call us from the roadside to see ourselves in you:  
let us take heart and come to you,  
   though your road leads to Calvary and absent sun,  
      to love revealed for lightless eyes;  
through Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God;  
   who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
      God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Unfolding the Scriptures 
 
  

1st Reading 
A reading from the book of Job. 
 

Then Job answered the LORD:  
‘I know that you can do all things, 
   and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  
“Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?” 
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 
   things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  
“Hear, and I will speak; 
   I will question you, and you declare to me.”  
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, 
   but now my eye sees you;  
therefore I despise myself, 
   and repent in dust and ashes.’  
 

And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his 
friends; and the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then there 
came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, 
and they ate bread with him in his house; they showed him sympathy and 
comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him; and each 
of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. The LORD blessed the 
latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. He named the first 
Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. In all the land 
there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave 
them an inheritance along with their brothers. After this Job lived for one 
hundred and forty years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, 
four generations. And Job died, old and full of days.  
 

Job 42. 1 – 6, 10 – 17  
 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 34. 1 – 8, 19 – 22                                                Benedicam Dominum  3 
  

I will bless the Lord at all times;  
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
I will glory in the Lord;  
let the humble hear and rejoice. 
  

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;  
let us exalt the name of God together. 
I sought the Lord, who answered me  
and delivered me out of all my terror. 
  

Look upon God and be radiant,  
and let not your faces be ashamed. 
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me  
and saved me from all my troubles. 
  

The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear God  
and will deliver them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good;  
happy are they who trust in God! 
  

Many are the troubles of the righteous,  
but the Lord will deliver them out of them all. 
The Lord will keep safe all their bones;  
not one of them shall be broken. 
  

Evil shall slay the wicked, 
and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,  
and none will be punished who trust in you. 
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2nd Reading 
 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing in office; but he holds his 
priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever. Consequently he is 
able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them.  
 

For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, 
blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day 
after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did 
once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests 
those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever.  
 
 

Hebrews 7. 23 – 28 
  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was 
sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, 
‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him 
here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, 
he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The 
blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. 

 

Mark 10. 46 – 52  
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily  
 
 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed 4 

 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
The Prayers of the People 

 

℣ God of grace, 
℟ hear our prayer. 
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Confession & Absolution 5 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

Gracious God,  
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honoured you with our lips, 
   but have harmed our neighbours with our tongues. 
The cravings at war within us 
   cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first 
   we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
   and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
      our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Peace 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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 Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

  
Monetary contributions to the Church of the Nativity and its ministries as we live out 
God’s mission can be mailed to the parish, dropped off in the mailbox, or made via e-
transfer to donations.nativity@gmail.com  
 
 

Offertory Hymn                # 430     Will You Come and Follow Me 6 
 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:donations.nativity@gmail.com
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Prayer over the Gifts 7 
  

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives,  
   help us to serve one another and all in need,  
      through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 8 

  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

We lift our hearts to you in praise and thanksgiving, 
   God of mercy and grace, 
      because you called all things into being in creation, 
         and in covenant you made Israel your chosen people. 
You brought your people out of the pit of slavery  
   and the wilderness of exile. 
In Jesus you placed your very life in the midst of ours, 
   taking the worst of us upon his crucified body 
      and redeeming us through the joy of resurrection. 
He is our great high priest, holy, blameless, exalted above the heavens, 
   and made perfect forever, saving all who approach you through him. 
And so we rejoice to thank you,  
   joining angels and archangels and the company of heaven  
      in songs of everlasting praise.   
 
% % % 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
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Healing God, you call us to cast aside the cloak of our poverty  
   that we may follow you in faith and hope. 
Open our eyes to see your glory. 
Speak your word of transformation and truth. 
Send your Spirit upon your Church 
   that in this holy meal 
      we may be turned from despair to joy and from doubt to wonder. 
By that same Spirit, sanctify this bread and this cup,  
   that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,  
   broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
      “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
      do this in remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
   “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,  
      which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

Generous God, make your Church holy 
   that it may bear your aching world to you 
      and may reveal your longing heart to the world. 
Give your people, like Bartimaeus, a spring in their step, 
   that they may be eager in seeking you, 
      clear in asking you, and ready in following you. 
When your children yearn for healing 
   yet search in vain for tangible signs,  
      bring them the comfort of your presence, 
         the encouragement of your word, 
            and the power of your Spirit. 
To all who have known loss, or suffering, or disaster, 
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   bring a double portion of your abundant love, 
      that every eye may see, and every tongue may tell  
         how great is your almighty hand  
            that draws all things to completion in you, 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

    % % % 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amen, amen, amen.  
  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,     who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,   thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
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the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
 

 We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 9 
  

“I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 
“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 
    whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
happy are they who trust in God! 
  

Communion 10 
  

Jesus welcomes you to this table.  
Come, here is your God. 
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist  
may wish to pray one of the following prayers of reception  

for spiritual communion 11: 
 
 
  
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, 
may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with 
your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. 
Amen.  
  

or 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love 
you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread 
and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may 
my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving 
I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
 
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread 
and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to 
you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn               # 620     How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 12 
 
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
’tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest. 
 

Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding place; 
my never-failing treasury, 
filled with boundless stores of grace. 
 

Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend, 
my prophet, priest, and king, 
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 

Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I’ll praise thee as I ought. 
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Prayers after Communion 13 
  
  

Holy God,  
   you have welcomed us to this meal  
      and fed us with dignity at your table.  
Send us now to welcome others 
   and to be at peace with one another,  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
 

Parish Announcements  
 
 
 

Blessing 
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Closing Hymn                            # 306     O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 14 
 

 
O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace. 
 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears 
and bids our sorrows cease; 
’tis music in the sinner's ears, 
’tis life, and health, and peace. 
 

He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 
new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
the humble poor believe. 
 

Hear him, ye deaf, ye voiceless ones, 
your loosened tongues employ; 
ye blind, behold your Saviour come, 
and leap, ye lame, for joy! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of thy name. 
 
 

 

Dismissal 
  

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God!  
 

 

Postlude 
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The Anglican Church of Canada’s 
2025 Canadian Church Calendar 

 

 
 

This year, the theme of the calendar is Pathways. With a range of photos 
featuring our beloved churches across the country, you’ll enjoy the 
spectacular pictures. Reserve a copy through the office before 
November 26th! Calendars purchased through the office will cost $10. 

 

NATIVITY MARKETPLACE: 
Baked goods appeal 

 

November 2nd between 9 am and 2 pm 
 
 

 

 
We welcome any and all baked goods for 
the church’s bake and deli table—we can 
freeze them now, and thaw them for the 
event. Your delicacies will make others 
happy and support the parish’s ministries! 
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Fall Back! 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour next weekend,  
to avoid funny looks from other church-goers! 

All Saints’ Feast 
 

Next Sunday—November 3rd—we’ll be 
observing the final principal feast of the year,  
the Feast of All Saints.  
 
 
You may wish to bring a photograph or keepsake 

of someone you have lost  
for our time of prayer and remembrance. 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

For Susan our bishop; 
   and for & all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
For the parish of Grace Church, Waterdown; 
For Anne, our Metropolitan Archbishop and Acting Primate; 
For the worldwide Anglican Communion,  
   remembering the Scottish Episcopal Church; 
 
 

For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

For Richard, Pearl, and Kathleen; for Brad and Darlene; for Prossy & 
Damascus; 
 
 

For the needs of the world: 
 
 

For peace: 
 

For peace especially in Ukraine, South Sudan, Yemen, Gaza, Palestine, 
Israel, and all places of conflict 
 
 

For those we know in need of healing: 
 
 
 

For those who have died, and those who mourn: 
 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers  
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries  

of the Church of the Nativity 
 

The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God,  
and in loving memory of the Reverend Jack Pearce. 

Always loved, never forgotten. 
From June & family. 
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facebook.com/Nativityniagara/   

 

 

@NativityHamilton  
 

 

 

youtube.com/@nativityniagara  

 

 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 

 

 

(905) 549-4335 

 

 

admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 
 
 
 

The Right Reverend Susan Bell  Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles 
Ms. Gayle MacDonald 
Mr. Derek Smith     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
 

mailto:youtube.com/@nativityniagara
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is from the Jesus MAFA project. 
JESUS MAFA. Jesus Cures the Man Born Blind, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a 
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57527 [retrieved October 23, 
2024]. Original source: http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page: 
https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact ).   
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8 Eucharistic Prayers. Samuel Wells & Abigail Kocher. Eerdmans, 2016.  
9 Book of Alternative Services, alt. 
10 Sundays and Seasons. 
11 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
12 Text: John Newton (1725—1807), alt. Music: Alexander Robert Reniagle (799—1777); 
desc. Alan Gray (1855—1935). Desc. © Cambridge UP. Used under OneLicense A-
604280. 
13 Sundays and Seasons. An Order for Holy Communion, Church in Wales. 
14 Text: Charles Wesley (1707—88), alt. Music: Thomas Haweis (1734—1820); adapt. 
Samuel Webbe the younger (1770?—1843). Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
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