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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 
Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, 

and we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the 
history, spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of 

Métis people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
  
 
 
 

 All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.  
May you find grace and hope in this service.  
  
 

 Streaming: Our principal services are streamed to YouTube. We try to minimize 
individuals’ appearances on camera. The beginning of the streaming is marked with an 
announcement, and then the service will continue as follows. 
 
 
 

Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
  

 
Opening Hymn                                      # 383    Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 1 
  
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
doth its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
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Blessings abound where e’er he reigns: 
the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 

The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Timeless One, you create all moments of our lives,  
  giving each its meaning and its purpose.  
Strengthen us to witness continually to the love of Jesus Christ,  
  so that we may hold fast in times of trial, 
    even to the end of the ages;  
through the same Jesus Christ,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
    God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Unfolding the Scriptures 
 
  

1st Reading 
A reading from the first book of Samuel. 
 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife 
Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. Her 
rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD had 
closed her womb. So it went on year after year; as often as she went up to 
the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and 
would not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep? 
Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten 
sons?’ 
 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented 
herself before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the 
doorpost of the temple of the LORD. She was deeply distressed and prayed to 
the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: ‘O LORD of hosts, if only you 
will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget 
your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him 
before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine 
nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.’ 
 

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 
Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 
heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, ‘How long will 
you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.’ But Hannah 
answered, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 
Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.’ Then Eli answered, ‘Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.’ And she 
said, ‘Let your servant find favour in your sight.’ Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no 
longer. 
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They rose early in the morning and worshipped before the LORD; then 
they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and 
the LORD remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. 
She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the LORD.’    
 

1 Samuel 1. 4 – 20  
 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
  

Canticle                   1 Samuel 2. 1 – 10 
  
 

My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. 
My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 
There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 
  

Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for 
the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by the Lord actions are weighed. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  
  

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who 
were hungry are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but she who has 
many children is forlorn. 
The Lord kills and brings to life; 
the Lord brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
  

The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
brings low, and also exalts. 
The Lord raises up the poor from the dust; lifting the needy from the ash 
heap, to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honour. 
  

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them God has set the world.  
You, Lord, will guard the feet of your faithful ones, 
but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness;  
for not by might does one prevail. 
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The Lord’s adversaries shall be shattered;  
the Most High will thunder in heaven.  
O Lord, you will judge the ends of the earth;  
you will give strength to your king,  
and exalt the power of your anointed. 
There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 
 

 
 

2nd Reading 
 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and 
again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ 
had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right 
hand of God’, and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies would be 
made a footstool for his feet.’ For by a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are sanctified. 
 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.   
 
 

Hebrews 10. 11 – 14, 19 – 25  
  

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

The acclamation is sung  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!’ Then Jesus asked him, 
‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon 
another; all will be thrown down.’ 
 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?’ 
Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. Many 
will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and they will lead many astray. 
When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must 
take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; 
there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 

 

Mark 13. 1 – 8  
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily  
 
 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed 3 

 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
The Prayers of the People 

 

℣ Merciful God, 
℟ receive our prayer. 
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Confession & Absolution 4 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
  and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 
Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
  that we may live just and generous lives  
for the good of your world 
  and the care of our neighbours, 
following in the servant way of Jesus.  
Amen. 

 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Peace 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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 Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
  
Monetary contributions to the Church of the Nativity and its ministries as we live out 
God’s mission can be mailed to the parish, dropped off in the mailbox, or made via e-
transfer to donations.nativity@gmail.com  
 
 

Offertory Hymn             # 520     The King of Love My Shepherd Is 5 
 
 

The king of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never: 
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever!  

mailto:donations.nativity@gmail.com
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Prayer over the Gifts 6 
  

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup,  
  you offered yourself in love for the world,  
    and in this meal you nourish us with your life.  
Fill us with your abundance,  
  that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,  
     trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 7 

  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

Faithful and abiding God, we give you thanks and praise,  
  for from the foundation of the world  
    you sought to bring us into covenant relationship with you.  
You created us to enjoy you and one another,  
  you called Abraham and Sarah to lead a family in your ways,  
    and through Moses and Miriam you liberated your people  
      to be your companions for ever.  
After those days you promised  
  to put your laws in our hearts and write them in our minds,  
    and to remember our sins no more.  
In Jesus our great high priest you opened a new and living way  
  into your presence to share eternal communion with you.  
And so with saints and angels and all the company of heaven  
  we sing the praise of your unending glory.    
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% % % 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
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Inviting God, you bring us to your table,  
  meeting true hearts that yearn to come before you  
    with full assurance of faith.  
Give us a double portion of your Spirit  
  that we may glow with the radiance of your glory.  
Through the power of that same Holy Spirit,  
  bless this bread and this cup,     
    that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,  
   broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
      “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
      do this in remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
   “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,  
      which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

Completing and perfecting God,  
  in your Son’s cross you took on the grief and failure of the world,  
    and in his resurrection you dismantled the power of sin and death.  
Look with mercy on all your people whose longings are unmet.  
When your children plead for the chance  
  to be creative, productive, or nurturing,  
    give them gentleness, fulfillment, and purpose.  
When your people yearn to bring joy into the life of others,  
  comfort to the afflicted, or trust to the wounded,  
    give them courage, wisdom, and patience.  
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When your kingdom seems far off,  
  strengthen your church to wait with faith and hope and love,  
    until the day when you are all in all,  
      one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

    % % % 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amen, amen, amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us in the language and version of our comfort: 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,     who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,   thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever 

 

Amen. 
 

 We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 8 
  

“I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 
“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 
    whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
happy are they who trust in God! 
  

Communion 9 
  

Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist  
may wish to pray one of the following prayers of reception  

for spiritual communion 10: 
 
 
  
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive you in 
my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now enthroned in 
my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may you, who 
gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed, 
may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, that I may, with 
your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. 
Amen.  
  

or 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love 
you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread 
and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may 
my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving 
I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
 
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I love 
you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the bread 
and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself to 
you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn                    # 52     O God, Unseen Yet Ever Near 11 
 
 

O God, unseen yet ever near, 
your presence may we feel; 
and thus, inspired with holy fear, 
around your table kneel. 
 

Here may your faithful people know 
the blessings of your love, 
the streams that through the desert flow, 
the manna from above. 
 

We come, obedient to your word, 
to feast on heavenly food; 
to eat the body of the Lord, 
and drink his precious Blood. 
 

O living Bread, enduring Vine, 
your words we shall obey, 
and go, renewed with strength divine, 
rejoicing on our way. 
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Prayers after Communion 12 
  
  

Faithful God,  
  you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink  
    in the body and blood of your Son.  
Now send us out to labour with you,  
  in service to the world you have made,  
    and among the people you have made your home,  
       in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
 

Parish Announcements  
 
 
 

Blessing 
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Closing Hymn                              # 565     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 13 
 

 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,  
feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open thou the crystal fountain whence the healing stream doth flow, 
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction,  
land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 
 
 

 

Dismissal 
  

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God!  
 

 

Postlude 
  
 
 
 
 

The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God, 
in love and remembrance of my parents, 

Dorothy and William Oliver. 
Given by Sue Pleli. 
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The Anglican Church of Canada’s 
2025 Canadian Church Calendar 

 

 
 

This year, the theme of the calendar is Pathways. With a range of photos 
featuring our beloved churches across the country, you’ll enjoy the 
spectacular pictures. Reserve a copy through the office before 
November 26th! Calendars purchased through the office will cost $10. 

 

 

Order of Niagara Service  
– this afternoon! At 4 pm! 

 

Join in the celebrating as our own Jackie Tucker is inducted into 
the order, along with new companions from parishes in 
Hamilton-Haldimand, Brock, and Lincoln. The service will take 
place at Christ’s Church Cathedral; it will also be live-
streamed to the diocesan YouTube page. 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested: 
 
For the Church:  
 

For Susan our bishop; 
   and for & all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
For the parish of the Church of the Ascension; 
For Anne, our Metropolitan Archbishop and Acting Primate; 
For the worldwide Anglican Communion,  
   remembering the Anglican Church of Southern Africa; 
 
 

For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 

For Denise & Trevor; for Steve & Bonnie; for David & Bonnie 
 
 

For the needs of the world: 
 
 

For peace: 
 

For peace especially in Ukraine, South Sudan, Yemen, Gaza, Palestine, 
Israel, and all places of conflict 
 
 

For those we know in need of healing: 
 
 
 

For those who have died, and those who mourn: 
 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers  
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries  

of the Church of the Nativity 
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facebook.com/Nativityniagara/   

 

 

@NativityHamilton  
 

 

 

youtube.com/@nativityniagara  

 

 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 

 

 

(905) 549-4335 

 

 

admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 
 
 
 

The Right Reverend Susan Bell  Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
 
Mrs. Jan Collinson 
Mr. David Eccles 
Ms. Gayle MacDonald 
Mr. Derek Smith     Wardens 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
 

mailto:youtube.com/@nativityniagara
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Sources 
 
Our cover image is a depiction of ‘Hannah, prophetess and mother of Samuel, thanking 
God’ – a miniature from the Paris Psalter (ca. 950 CE). 
 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. Département des manuscrits, Grec 139. 
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10515446x/#      

 

 
 

 
1 Text: Isaac Watts (1674—1748), alt. Music: John Hatton (?—1793). Used under 
OneLicense A-604280. 
2 Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, 2008. Drawn from Alternative 
Collects for Years A, B & C of the Revised Common Lectionary and Seasonal Prayers 
over the Gifts and after Communion, prepared by Liturgy Task Force of the General 
Synod’s Faith, Worship and Ministry Committee.  
3 Celebrate God’s Presence. United Church of Canada (2000) 
4 Sundays and Seasons. 
5 Text: Psalm 23; para. Henry Williams Baker (1821—77). Music: John Bacchus Dykes 
(1823—76). Used under OneLicense A-604280. 
6 Sundays and Seasons. 
7 Eucharistic Prayers. Samuel Wells & Abigail Kocher. Eerdmans, 2016.  
8 Book of Alternative Services, alt. 
9 Sundays and Seasons. 
10 Selected from the prayers provided for this use in “A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with Spiritual Communion,” Diocese of Niagara, 2020. 
11 Text: Edward Osler (1798—1863); rev. Hymns for Today’s Church. © 1982 Hope 
Publishing. Music: John Day (1522—84), Psalmes, 1562. Used under OneLicense A-
604280. 
12 Sundays and Seasons. An Order for Holy Communion, Church in Wales. 
13 Text: William Williams (1717—91); tr. Peter Williams (1723—96), alt. Music: Cwm 
Rhondda John Hughes (1873--1932). © Reprinted by permission of Ms. C.A. Webb. 
Used under OneLicense A-604280. 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10515446x/

