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The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many 
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the 

Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and 
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history, 
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis 

people. 
  
  
 

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation. 
 

Prelude 
  

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation. 
  

A bell is rung, and the service begins. 
 
  

Processional Hymn # 349 
 

All People That On Earth Do Dwell 1
 

 
 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why, the Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is forever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 
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Welcome  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

The Collect 2 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of grace,  
  you invite the despised, you touch the unclean,  
    you lift up those who are brought low:  
give us that hope for a world transformed  
  through Jesus Christ, the mercy of God,  
    who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
       God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  

 
Unfolding the Scriptures 

 

1st Reading 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 

  Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 
 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife 
Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had 
gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set 
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forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. 
At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built there an 
altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved on to the 
hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and invoked 
the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb.  

 

Genesis 12. 1 – 9   
 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalm 33.1—12    3 
 

Exultate, justi 
  

Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous;  
it is good for the just to sing praises. 
Praise the Lord with the harp;  
play to God upon the psaltery and lyre. 
 

Sing for God a new song;  
sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 
For the word of the Lord is right,  
and all the works of God are sure. 
 

God loves righteousness and justice;  
the loving-kindness of the Lord fills the whole earth. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
by the breath of God’s mouth all the heavenly hosts. 
 

God gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin 
and stores up the depths of the sea. 
Let all the earth fear the Lord;  
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of God. 
 



4 

 

For God spoke, and it came to pass;  
God commanded, and it stood fast. 
The Lord brings the will of the nations to naught, 
thwarting the designs of the peoples. 
 

But the will of the Lord stands fast for ever,  
and the designs of God’s heart from age to age. 
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,  
happy the people chosen to be God’s own. 
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2nd Reading 
 

A reading from the letter to the followers of Jesus in Rome. 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is 
there violation. 

 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 
of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in 
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to 
what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken 
in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his 
faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was 
reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will 
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for 
our justification.  

 

Romans 4.13—25  
    

Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Matthew. 

 ♪ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 
 

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came 
and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and 
sinners?’ But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’ 
 

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue 
came in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come 
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and lay your hand on her, and she will live.’ And Jesus got up and followed 
him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from 
haemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of 
his cloak, for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.’ 
Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has 
made you well.’ And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to 
the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and the crowd making a 
commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they 
laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and 
took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread 
throughout that district. 

 
Matthew 9.9—13, 18—26  

 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 ♪ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. ♪ 
 

Homily  
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Affirmation of Faith 4 
 

Let us affirm the faith we share. 
 

We trust in God, who has created and is creating; 
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new;  
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe we are called to be God’s people: 
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection  
by word and deed. 
 

We live in hope because in life,  
in death,  
in life beyond death,  
we are not alone:  
   God is with us.  
 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

℣ God, in your love, 

℟ hear our prayer. 
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Confession & Absolution 5 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice,  
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you. 
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Feasting at the Table 
 

Offertory Hymn # 430 
 

Will You Come and Follow Me 6 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in 
  
 
 

If you wish to make a monetary gift, you can do so at any time by mailing a cheque to the 
church (1831 King Street East, Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8) or via e-transfer to 
donations.nativity@gmail.com 
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Prayer over the Gifts 7 
  

God of field and forest, sea and sky,  
  you are the giver of all good things.  
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,  
  and multiply your graciousness in us,  
    that the world may be fed with your love,  
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 8 
  

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

Lord Emmanuel, the with-us God,  
  we thank and praise you  
    because you called Abraham out of the dust of Haran  
      and made him the father of many nations.  
You blessed him and blessed those who blessed him,  
  and called his nation one in whom all peoples would find a blessing.  
You reckoned his faith as righteousness.  
In Jesus you fulfilled that blessing  
  and, in his dying and rising,  
    opened out that covenant to your whole creation.  
And so we celebrate the wonders of your grace,  
  with all the host of heaven,  
     singing your unending hymn.   
    

       
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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God of ever-presence,  
  Abraham built an altar in the desert  
    because you had appeared to him.  
Appear to us now as we gather  
  around this holy table in your name.  
As your Son pitched his tent in our midst,  
  so through your Holy Spirit make him present to us  
    and make us holy through him,  
      that we might behold your glory. 
 

Sanctify by that same Spirit this bread and wine,  
  that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son,  
    Jesus Christ our Lord;  
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread,  
  gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you;  
  do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup.  
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink this, all of 
you:  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
    which is shed for you and for many  
      for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

Compassionate God, in touching the hem of your Son’s garment  
  a woman was restored to wholeness and community.  
In this sacrament give us grace  
  to touch the hem of your garment  
   and so find life and truth and peace.  



14 

 

Heal all who find themselves excluded by prejudice, discrimination, or bigotry.  
Restore to your company  
  any who have withdrawn through shame or fear or regret.  
Lift up those who are invisible  
  because of cruelty or imprisonment or suppression.  
Visit your children who are close to death or dismayed by grief.  
Gather to yourself  
  a kingdom of sinners and saints, exiled and exalted,  
    that the body, mind, and spirit of your groaning creation  
      may leap for joy and sing in your heart for ever,  
        Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
  let us pray as Jesus teaches us  
    in the language and version of our comfort: 
 
 

Our Father 
 

in heaven,      who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   hallowed be thy name, 
your kingdom come,    thy kingdom come, 
your will be done,    thy will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins    And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those     as we forgive those 
who sin against us.    who trespass against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  And lead us not into temptation, 
and deliver us from evil.   but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,     For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory    the power, and the glory, 
are yours, now and for ever.  for ever and ever. 

 

Amen. 
 

We keep silent and pray for a short time. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 9 
  

Creator of all,  
you gave us golden fields of wheat,  
whose many grains we have gathered and made into this one bread.  
So may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth  
into your reign of justice and peace. 

 
 

All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God!  
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Communion 
 
 

 

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist may 
wish to pray one of the following prayers  
of reception for spiritual communion 10: 

   
 
 

I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present 
in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to 
receive you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be 
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew 
my soul; may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly 
blessing. Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and 
peace increase, that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom 
shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.  
  

or 
  

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to 
love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence 
in bread and wine I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill 
me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy 
and thanksgiving I may serve you in the world you love. Amen.  
  

or 
  
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. I 
love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now receive the 
bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite 
myself to you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn # 612 
 

Healer of Our Every Ill 11 
 

Refrain: 
  Healer of our every ill, 
  light of each tomorrow, 
  give us peace beyond our fear, 
  and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

You who know our fears and sadness, 
grace us with your peace and gladness. 
Spirit of all comfort: fill our hearts.   Refrain… 
 

In the pain and joy beholding 
how your grace is still unfolding, 
give us all your vision: God of love.   Refrain… 
 

Give us strength to love each other, 
every sister, every brother. 
Spirit of all kindness: be our guide.   Refrain… 
 

You who know each thought and feeling, 
teach us all your way of healing. 
Spirit of compassion: fill each heart.   Refrain… 
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Prayer after Communion 12 
 

We thank you, generous God,  
  for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.  
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,  
  through the one who is our dearest treasure,  
    Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
 

  

Doxology 13 
Generous God, 
you have fed us at your heavenly table. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit 
that when the Lord comes again 
we may shine as lights before him, 
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.  
Amen. 
  
  

 
 

Parish Announcements  
 
 
 

Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn # 384 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 14
 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation. 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
All ye who hear, brothers and sisters draw near,  
praise him in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth: 
hast thou not see how thy entreaties have been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee: 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who, when tempests their warfare are waging, 
who, when the elements madly around thee are raging, 
biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace, 
whirlwinds and waters assuaging. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who when darkness of sin is abounding, 
who when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding, 
sheddeth his light, chaseth the horrors of night, 
saints with his mercy surrounding. 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen sound from his people again: 
gladly for aye we adore him. 
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Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
 

Thanks be to God!  
 

  
 
 
 

Postlude 
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Your Daily Prayers are Requested 
 
 

For the Church:  
 

For Susan our bishop;  
   and for all the people of the Diocese of Niagara; 
For the parish of Grace Church, Waterdown 
For Anne, our Metropolitan Archbishop;  
  and for Shane, our Primate; 
For the worldwide Anglican Communion,  
   and especially The Episcopal Church in the Philippines 
 
 
 
 
 

For those in our parish cycle of prayer: 
 
For Kim Sedore; For Arlene Sheridan;  
For Sherry Bell & Noel Diaz  

 
 
 
 
 

For the needs of the world 
 
For peace 
 
For those we know in need of healing 
 
For those who have died, and those who mourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your daily prayers 
for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries  

of the Church of the Nativity 
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facebook.com/Nativityniagara/ 

 

@nativityniagara 
 

 

 

bit.ly/NativityYT 

 

 

1831 King St. East 
Hamilton, ON   L8K 1V8 

 

 

(905) 549-4335 

 

 

admin@worshipwithnativity.org 

 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend Susan Bell   Bishop of Niagara 
The Reverend Brian Galligan   Interim Priest 
The Reverend Canon David Linn  Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon 
Mr. Peter Harding     Director of Music 
Mrs. Laura Brintnell    Parish Administrator 
Mrs. Jan Collinson, Mr. David Eccles  
Ms. Gayle MacDonald, Mr. Derek Smith Wardens 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Church of the Nativity 
 

worshipwithnativity.org 
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Sources 
 

Our cover image is a detail from a painting entitled “Woman with the Flow of 
Blood” by Frank Wesley. The artist has granted permission for the non-commercial 
use of this image with attribution. 
 
Wesley, Frank, 1923-2002. Woman with the Flow of Blood (detail), from Art in the 
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59649 [retrieved May 31, 
2023]. Original source: Estate of Frank Wesley, 
http://www.frankwesleyart.com/main_page.htm. 
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