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Called to Life — Compelled to Love q




The territory where the Church of the Nativity resides has long been tended by many
Indigenous peoples including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the Anishinaabe, and the
Haudenosaunee. With them, we are members of the Dish with One Spoon wampum, and
we will strive to live up to our responsibility as treaty members and respect the history,
spirituality, and culture of the nations of this place and the heritage and gifts of Métis
people.

May our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation.

All are welcome in the worship and fellowship of the Church of the Nativity.
May you find grace and hope in this service.

Prelude

Music is offered to provide a time for quiet prayer and preparation.

A bell is rung, and the service begins.

Processional Hymn # 584

The Church of Christ in Every Age

The church of Christ, in every age
beset by change but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry

for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live until they die.



Then let the servant church arise,
a caring church that longs to be

a partner in Christ’s sacrifice,

and clothed in Christ’s humanity.

For he alone, whose blood was shed,
can cure the fever in our blood,

and teach us how to share our bread
and feed the starving multitude.

We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord,

to care for all, without reserve,
and spread his liberating word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

And also with you.

Welcome



The Collect?
Let us pray.

Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry

with the bread of his life

and the word of his kingdom.

Renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness

sustain us by your true and living bread,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Unfolding the Scriptures

1°* Reading
A reading from the book of Genesis.

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless
me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven
with God and with humans and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him,
‘““Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”’
And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Genesis 32: 22—31



Listen for the leading of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord;
give heed to my cry;

listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.

Let my vindication come forth from your presence;
let your eyes be fixed on justice.

Weigh my heart, summon me by night,

melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
| give no offence with my mouth as others do;
| have heeded the words of your lips.

My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law;
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.

I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me;
incline your ear to me and hear my words.

Show me your marvellous loving-kindness,
O Saviour of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.

Psalm 17: 1—7



2"! Reading

A reading from the letter to the followers of Jesus in Rome.

| am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by
the Holy Spirit— | have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For |
could wish that | myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of
my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. They are Israelites, and
to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,
the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever.
Amen.

Romans 9:1—5

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
The Gospel
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
D Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. )

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and
two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled, and
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Matthew 14:13—21

The Gospel of Christ.
D Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. >

Homily

Affirmation of Faith 3
Let us affirm the faith we share.

We trust in God, who has created and is creating;
who came to us in Jesus, the word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new;
6



who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit.

We believe we are called to be God’s people:

to celebrate God’s presence,

to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection

by word and deed.

We live in hope because in life,
in death,
in life beyond death,
we are not alone:
God is with us.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Y Merciful God,
R Receive our prayer.

Confession & Absolution *

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.

Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused,



known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others

and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbour, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you!
And also with you.
Feasting at the Table
Offertory Song # 60

| Come with Joy °

| come with joy to meet my Lord,

forgiven, loved, and free,

in awe and wonder to recall

his life laid down for me, his life laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.



As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,

each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one,

and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

And thus with joy we meet our Lord.

His presence, always near,

is in in such friendship better known;

we see and praise him here; we see and praise him here.

Together met, together bound,

we’ll go our different ways,

and as his people in the world,

we’ll live and speak his praise, we’ll live and speak his praise.

If you wish to make a monetary gift, you can do so at any time by mailing a cheque to the
church (1831 King Street East, Hamilton, ON L8K 1V8) or via e-transfer to
donations.nativity@gmail.com

Prayer over the Gifts °

God our sustainer,

accept all we offer you this day,

and feed us continually with that bread
which satisfies all hunger,

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving ’

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
9



Worship and praise belong to you, Holy God,
in every place and at all times.

You made us,
all the people of the world,
and everything that is.
You give us the daylight.

Your Word lights up our minds.
Jesus was born among us to be light in our darkness.

Your Spirit lives in us so that we can look at the world with your eyes.

One day we will be with you in heaven,

but already we laugh with the saints and angels,

and sing their joyful song:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Gracious God, you never forget us or turn away from us,

even when we fail you.
You sent your Son Jesus who gave his life for us.
Jesus healed those who were sick,

cared for those who lived in poverty,

and cried with those who were sad.

He forgave sinners and taught us to forgive.
For all your love we give you thanks in the way that Jesus showed us.

On the night before Jesus died,
while he was having supper with his friends,
he took bread and offered you thanks.
He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:
“Take, eat.
This is my Body: it is broken for you.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup,
offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:
“Drink this, all of you.
This is my Blood of the new covenant;
it is poured out for you, and for all,
that sins may be forgiven.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

So, as we do what Jesus told us,
we open our hearts to him;
we remember how he died and rose again to live now in us.

Together with Jesus we offer you these gifts:
in them we give you ourselves.



Send your Holy Spirit on us
and on this bread and this wine,

that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ,

and that, sharing your life,

we may travel in your company to our journey’s end.
With all your people we give you thanks and praise
through the Son and in the Spirit, now and for ever.
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Amen, Amen, Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,

let us pray as Jesus teaches us

The Lord’s Prayer

in the language and version of our comfort:

Our Father

in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

’
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who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,



and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory the power, and the glory,
are yours, now and for ever. for ever and ever.

Amen.

We keep silent and pray for a short time.

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.

God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.
Thanks be to God:!

The Breaking of the Bread °



Communion

All who are unable to be physically present to receive the eucharist may
wish to pray one of the following prayers
of reception for spiritual communion °:

| worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present
in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment | join with them to
receive you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew
my soul; may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly
blessing. Even as | am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and
peace increase, that | may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom
shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen.

or

Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. | seek to
love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence
in bread and wine | receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill
me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy
and thanksgiving | may serve you in the world you love. Amen.

or

Jesus, | believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine. |
love you and | desire your presence afresh in my life. Since | cannot now receive the
bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. | embrace you and unite
myself to you; never let me be separated from you. Amen.

14



Communion Hymn # 65

Here, Lord, We Take the Broken Bread

Prayer after Communion *°

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
May we who are partakers of his table
reflect his life in word and deed,
that all the world may know his power to change and save.
We ask this in his name.
Amen.

Doxology "
Generous God,
you have fed us at your heavenly table.
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit
that when the Lord comes again
we may shine as lights before him,
who is alive and reigns in glory for ever.
Amen.

Parish Announcements

Blessing



Recessional Hymn # 620

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

in a believer’s ear!

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
and drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole,
and calms the troubled breast;

’tis manna to the hungry soul,

and to the weary rest.

Dear name! The rock on which | build,
my shield and hiding place;

my never-failing treasury,

filled with boundless stores of grace.

Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend,
my prophet, priest, and king,

my Lord, my life, my way, my end,
accept the praise | bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart,
and cold my warmest thought;
but when | see thee as thou art,
I’ll praise thee as | ought.

16



Dismissal
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

The flowers at the altar this morning are given to the
glory of God and in thanksgiving for the birth of our
Great-Grandson Elias
A gift from Great-Grandma Jeanette Piper



Your Daily Prayers are Requested

For the Church:

For Susan our bishop;
and for all the people of the Diocese of Niagara;
For The Dunn Parish: Christ Church and
St. John the Evangelist, Dunnville;
For Anne, our Metropolitan Archbishop;
and for Shane, our Primate;
For the worldwide Anglican Communion,
and especially The Church of the Province
of Uganda

For those in our parish cycle of prayer:
For Sharon; For Maxine; For Shayna, Michael, Adriana & Kenzie
For the needs of the world
For peace
For those we know in need of healing
For those who have died, and those who mourn
Thank you for your daily prayers

for the people, worship, fellowship, and ministries
of the Church of the Nativity

18



AA The Church of the Nativity

9‘ worshipwithnativity.org
ﬁ facebook.com/Nativityniagara/
O @nativityniagara
& YouTube bit.ly/NativityYT
m-i] 1831 King St. East
Hamilton, ON L8K1V8
7 (905) 549-4335
B admin@worshipwithnativity.org
The Right Reverend Susan Bell Bishop of Niagara
The Reverend Canon Matthew Griffin Rector
The Reverend Canon David Linn Honorary Assistant
The Reverend Deacon Larry Collinson Parish Deacon
Mr. Peter Harding Director of Music
Mrs. Laura Brintnell Parish Administrator

Mrs. Jan Collinson
Mr. David Eccles Wardens
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